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“Rotarians can make a difference”

RAGAMS Australia.

Melbourne Convention May 26-31,2023

RAGAMS Exhibition Booth No 527 had many visitors. Mainly people who knew
someone living with MS.

We are following up Booth visitors to continue relationships and boost our group
membership.

Australian Rotary Health 3 PHD Scholarship has been advertised and now waiting
for applicants.

Collaborating with RAWCS (Rotary Australia World Community Services) for a
project with RAGAMS (India). Considering resumption of Vocational Exchange with
fledgling MS Society of India (MSSI).

During May RAGAMS team participated in MS 50 Km Walk fundraiser and raised
$A3203.
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RAGAMS (India)

The theme for 2020-2023 World MS Day campaign was MS CONNECTIONS. This year in
Bangalore, The Rotary International, RAGAMS (The Rotary Action Group Against Multiple
Sclerosis) and Bosch partnered with MSSI to celebrate the lives of People with MS,
celebrated support networks and advocated for better services for people living with MS.
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This year we had an impactful & enlightening session on Government Schemes & Benefits
of UDID card by Mr. Umesh, Superintendent — Department of Empowerment for the
Disabled & Senior Citizens . More than 100 people attended the program along with leading
Neurologist & Rehabilitation Specialists from the city along with Rotary & Bosch
representatives. There was also display of Arts submitted by MS persons which added more
significance to this event.

The evening also witnessed felicitations of the Chief Guest, Guest speaker, Bosch CSR
team, Bosch RBAI Team, RAGAMS, Rotary International & IFRM Music group.

Finally had an enthralling musical program by the IFRM Team along with Dinner.

Link for the photos of the event:

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1N3Wep90PHNndBigSUMb1VWpcBC6LZnAG6?usp=sh
aring

- RAGAMS (India) main focus is to promote MS Awareness, improve Social media,
website content and presentation refer www.rotary-ragmsa.org.

- As India is a large country with more than 1.2 billion population we need to
expand our reach to other counties and states. We are considering resource
required.
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Meagre data on multiple sclerosis affects policy, patient welfare
NAMRATA SINDWANI @ council Multiple Sele-  people actually suffer from it, mated that the approximate symptoms for people with MS  sion, loss of balance, poor coor-

i rosis Society of India (MSS1), which makes it difficult to for- number of persons with MS is  vary from time to time, many dination, slurred speech, trem-
LACK of knowledge and little has been suffering from MSfor mulate policies and pro- close to 1.8 lakh in India. Cas-  of them face difficulty in avail-  ors, numbness, extreme fatigue,

data over multiple sclerosis tenyears. “Fromleadinganor- grammes for them. On es are now increasingly  ing UDID. There is no reserva- problems with memory and
(MS), a neurological disorder, mallife to beingdiagnosed with World MS Day, celebrated detected withtheavail- tion for such people in office concentration, paralysis, blind-
has hindered policy and pro- a disease [ was clueless about, on May 30, Mohan urged ability of MRI at af- spaces, educational institutes, nessand more. They vary from
gramme formulation for the the shift has been extremely the government to take fordable prices. government programmes and person to person and are very
diseased. MS is a disease affect- hard. [ was often mistaken for necessary measures to People with the MS 1 h either, Mo- 1 i Sometimes the
ing the central nervous system  turning up drunk at work as1  performa survey and in- suffer more than oth- han added. symptoms persist every day,
(CNS) — an immune-mediated  struggled to walk straight.” troduce policies benefit- er disabled, Mohan MS is more common among  disappear completely for some
disorder in which the immune Awareness about MS disease  ting them. said. A person withavis- women; 8 out of 10 people suf-  days or even worsen from time
system attacks healthy tissues continues to be very low. There According to MSSL the prev- ible 40 per cent disability is fering from MS in the 2025age to time, Dr Netravathi M, pro-
in the CNS. is no proper research conduct- alence of MS in India stands ai  eligible for a Unique Identity group are women. Some of the fessor of neurology, MS special-

Arun Mohan, governing ed to understand how many 89 people per 1 lakh. It is esti- Disability card (UDID). Since symptoms include blurred vi-  ist,

Prepared by:  Martin, Diana and Shankar
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